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Koals Recovery in NSW

n early December the NSW Minister

for the Environment, Mark Speakman
announced that a whole-of-government
koala strategy will be developed by June
2017. He launched a 3-month consulta-
tion program which will include stake-
holder meetings, regional community
information sessions, webinars and web
portal collection of citizen scientist in-
formation/feedback. Submissions com-
menting on the proposed strategy’s di-
rection and what needs to be included
for the strategy to be effective will be
accepted until 3 March 2017.

The basis for the whole-of-government
approach is the Report of the Independ-
ent Review into the Decline of Koala
Populations in Key Areas of NSW pre-
pared by the NSW Chief Scientist &
Engineer, Mary O’Kane, Chair of the
Koala Advisory Committee which was
established for the task.
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The Report does not provide any new
information; rather it builds on what we
already know by bringing together ele-
ments of recent research. The population
estimates it uses were developed by a
national group of 18 experts brought
together in 2012 to review population
status and geographical trends in NSW,
Queensland, Victoria and South Austral-
ia. They developed population size esti-
mates and estimates of percentage
change in population size for 36 biore-
gions across the four states.

The mean population estimate for
NSW’s koalas was 36,350 (8,367 for the
North Coast bioregion) with an estimat-
ed 26% decline over the past three koala
generations (15-21years) and the next
three generations (50% decline for the
North Coast bioregion) if nothing chang-
es. These days NSW accounts for not
much over 10% of Australia’s estimated
wild koala population.

The Chief Scientist recommends that the
objective of a NSW koala strategy
should be first to stabilise koala numbers
and then to increase them. She also
warns that Government will need to
make choices where to invest its re-
sources because the survival of all koala
populations is unlikely. In other words,
Government will be looking for the big-
gest bang for its buck. For all we know,
our coastal populations, one of which,
the Tweed-Brunswick Coast population,
was declared endangered in April, may
already be deemed expendable.

Actions recommended in the Report
include improving data and mapping;
protecting koalas by changing the plan-
ning system and native vegetation regu-
lation, investigating models for guiding
and encouraging best practice for new
developments in koala habitats; identify-
ing parcels of land containing critical
koala habitat for acquisition; creating a

saving i
our  /
species ¥

Securing the koala
in the wild in NSW
for 100 years

Saving Our Species Iconic Koala Project

repository for koala genetic material in
The Australian Museum, plus a series
related to improving information ex-
change and collaboration between Gov-
ernment, researchers, engaged commu-
nity organisations (including koala re-

hab. groups), land managers and the
broader community.

So what’s to get excited about? Isn’t it
the “same old” or a variation thereof?
Well maybe, but opportunities are evi-
dent, if they can be realised. Emphasis is
given to maintaining key koala popula-
tions, thus identifying and addressing
priority threats at the population scale,
across different land tenures and estab-
lishing mechanisms for co-ordinating
stakeholders (policy-makers, land man-
agers, researchers, community), to deliv-
er recovery actions. This is pretty much
the approach we sought from Govern-
ment when it was developing the 2008
Koala Recovery Plan; and yes, we urged
the necessity of a whole-of-government
commitment. Be careful what you wish

for!
| Cont’d p4
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President’s Messase

hat a year it’s been for koala con-

servation and Friends of the Koa-
la. The NSW Scientific Committee’s
determination in April to list the Tweed-
Brunswick Coast koalas as endangered,
the green light given to Section 10 of the
Pacific Highway Up-
grade, frustration with
the Department of
Planning’s re-
interpretation of State
il Environment Planning
Policy 44 - Koala
Habitat Protection
(SEPP 44), reviewing

the way in which vol-
untary licensed wild-
life rehabilitation operates, the continu-
ing assault on NSW’s environmental
protections and their protectors; times
are volatile, the future uncertain and we
will need to pick our way carefully.

Lorraine Vass

Keeping focussed is more important
than ever. We are a relatively small re-
gional group engaged in a wide range of
mostly on-ground work which could not
be done without the support of the com-
munity and the diverse partnerships
we’ve forged over many years. The
challenge of getting the work done as
well as looking after ourselves and our
relationships with community and part-
ners requires attentiveness, adaptability,
stamina and vision.

The Annual Report is the place for facts
and figures but there’s a certain compul-
sion to reflect as the calendar year draws
to a close. Of course reflections are ran-
dom and not necessarily objective nor
inclusive. So here are a few, both good
and not so good, that have stuck in my
mind over the course of the year.

Foremost are the koalas, not that I have
any hands-on experience with them
these days; can’t even keep their names
in my head, much less their case histo-
ries. However, the challenges associated
with managing admissions often occupy
my thoughts. The sheer volume of koa-
las through this year, particularly in tlast
half, has really stretched us. Typically,
over half our admissions come in from
across the Lismore local government
area. Lismore koalas usually account for
between 60-70% of our mortalities. Put-
ting aside the issue of our limited under-
standing of population dynamics
(something else that pops in and out of
my head), we appear to be faced with
perpetual crises in our koala rehab work.
They’re related to insufficient or inade-
quate resourcing whether leaf collectors,
rescuers and transporters, home-carers,
phone operators and even Chloramphen-
icol. We get by, usually by the already-

committed over-committing. Compro-
mising our duty of care to those mem-
bers as a consequence is a legal risk as
well as a ethical dilemma.

We would probably worry if there were
fewer animals in need of care but at the
end of the day, that’s exactly what our
other work is aimed at achieving. Every

seedling propagated, every tree planted, pog
every corridor created or enhanced must [

surely be helping. This year we hosted
two Green Army teams and won an En-
vironment Trust Rehabilitation & Resto-
ration Grant to further strengthen corri-

dor connectivity in the Lismore urban

area. Projects which we partner such as
Tweed Byron Koala Connections came

anyway), however our FOKtober [30™
Anniversary] celebrations and the coin-
cidental announcement of the grant of
nearly $80,000 under the Federal Gov-
ernment’s National Stronger Regions
Fund programme to build a new educa-
tion and administration building at the
Koala Care Centre, made an impressive
splash.

to an end and others, like the Wilson’s |

River Tidal Pool Riparian Project, com- | :

menced. We also entered into an agree-
ment with Lismore City Council for
another koala food tree plantation in
South Lismore.

Our work with local councils expanded
in several ways during the year. Build-
ing on our lengthy investment in the
preparation of the four comprehensive
koala plans of management which apply
to parts of the Northern Rivers, we are
now developing strategies for regional
koala education and campaigns through
our Regional Koadla Communication
Plan — Think, Care, Act! with the likeli-
hood of implementation of some of them
through another Environmental Trust
funded project, Koala W atch: Communi-
ty-led Koala Recovery — Northern Riv-
ers. We are also a partner in the federal-
ly-funded ARC Linkage Conserving and
recovering the koala populations on
NSW Far North Coast project.

During this year we made a special ef-
fort to share what we do with communi-
ties that expressed interest. Workshops
were held in Rosebank, Bangalow, the
Tweed Coast and our home location,
Lismore. Attendances varied enormous-
ly but we know that our work is relent-
less and that actual engagement by peo-
ple is contingent on a range of factors.

While the website has undergone a total
makeover in recent months, Treetops
has slipped back to just three issues (and
you’re reading one of them in January).
The newsletter rated highly in the survey
we conducted in 2015 but is becoming
increasingly difficult to maintain in its
present format. Besides, you only have
to look at our Facebook page and the
website’s increased traffic to know that
we communicate differently these days.

It’s probably true to say that most of the
media attention we attracted through the
year was associated with the Save Balli-
na’s Koalas campaign (up to September

Burribi (aka Aliison Kelly) leading the Koala Rap

Song at the Koala Picnic and Open Day
FOKtober was fun and the Fed’s anni-
versary “present” was certainly hard to
beat. After getting over our initial ex-
citement we realised just how competi-
tive the round had been — just 67 pro-
jects were funded across the country.
NSW accounted for 18 of them. Of
those 18, 10 went to local government
and the rest went to not—for-profits, only
two of which were incorporated associa-
tions. Ours was the only project that
could be described as environmental;
such a credit to the calibre of our grant-
writers.

But another surprise was in store. The
Tony and Lisette Lewis Foundation
through its WildlifeLink program,
which donated our rescue van 10 years
ago and has continued to fund its run-
ning costs (apart from fuel), announced
that it will replace it witha 4WD VW
Transporter in early 2017.

Over these past 30 years Friends of the
Koala has attracted many amazing vol-
unteers who have had vision, tenacity
and an incredible appetite for hard work.
The group has given the region’s koalas
a very strong voice, although it can nev-
er be strong enough. To have FOK’s
work acknowledged in so many ways
during FOKtober was heart-warming; a
very special honour.

But back to the new building - The grant
we’ve received is specifically to con-
struct and fitout a building and to con-
struct an access road on the 1.27ha site
we occupy on the corner of Industry
Drive and Rifle Range Road in East
Lismore. The Council-owned land has
been our home for over 20 years and we
anticipate we will continue to call it

| Continued p 4
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Care Co-ordingtor's
Report

Another busy
quarter for us
here in the Northern
Rivers.  During an
average year we usu-
9 ally see 300 koalas —
F as [ write this (just
| before Christmas), we
N arc up to 285 koalas
~ since July — no won-
der I feel tired!

Susavnah Keogh

All of the volunteers have risen to the
challenge of catering for our continuous-
ly full Care Centre — it has been a long,
hard slog and we are so grateful to have
such a committed team.

There have been a few frequent flyers
coming and going from the Care Centre
in the past 12 months.

Morton, who lives
close to us on Cyn-
thia Wilson Drive,
East Lismore, has
found himself in
trouble twice since
being released after |/
six months treat-
ment in March. In
July he entered a
lady’s home,
climbed the stairs pforron

and sat on the balus-
trade. Then a few weeks ago, he was
found stuck in a backyard surrounded by
dogs — not uncommon for our urban
koalas. On both occasions, after a quick
check up, he was given the all clear and
put back out to roam East Lismore some
more. Morton is a lovely little fellow
but we just wish he would stay out of
trouble.

Bandit is back in care after being spot-
ted with Cystitis again. The poor boy is

endary appetite has once again made
him a favourite patient. He has been
watched closely since his release in
June, appearing to be enjoying life in the
wild very much. We are pretty sure he
has fathered a joey or two during his
travels so he has been a busy boy.

River and Pebbles were only released in
mid-August after a very short stay with
us but unfortunately Pebbles was found
alone and clearly suffering from Con-
junctivitis, in mid-November. Realizing
that Pebbles would not have been away
from her Mum very long, we concluded
River was probably sick as well. After a
short search, River was found, captured,
and as expected, she had terrible Cysti-
tis.

River and her joey, Pebbles

Unlike a lot cases that come to us with
Cystitis, River was thin, her fur was
brown and matted and she was very de-
pressed — she was a very sick girl. Peb-
bles was delighted to be reunited with
her mother but the feeling was not mutu-
al. Their vet checks showed that River
had bilateral ovarian cysts in addition to
a chronic infection leading to septicae-
mia, however, Pebbles was quite healthy
apart from her mild conjunctivitis. As a
result, River was put to sleep — a very
sad end for a beautiful young Mum.
Pebbles is being treated for her Chla-
mydia in home care with a very new and
nervous (and completely capable) koala
carer, Marley. She has taken to her new
surroundings really well and is loving
her paste feeds. We hope she will be out

Lucinda is an amazing story as she was
in care eight years ago! She was origi-
nally treated for Conjunctivitis and had a
back-young at the time, so seeing her all
these years later without any sign of
Chlamydia was fantastic. She was,
however, struggling with being an old
girl with yet another
pouch-young.  She
and her female joey |
Thumbelina stayed |

in care with us for |
several months as |
we assessed Lu- [i§
cinda’s poor condi-
tion.

A few weeks ago, | -
following an acute E2E=

decline in health, Lucinda andfoey
Lucinda was taken to Keen Street Vet —
she had a severely enlarged heart and
congested lungs and although we spent a
long while trying to revive her, she died
under anaesthetic. Her joey Thumbel-
ina, who is now over 2kg in size, has
been paired with a young male joey the
same size (Ari) who came in the follow-
ing day. They bonded immediately and
have been inseparable since. The pair
will be soft released once they fatten up
a bit more and Lucinda will live on in
her beautiful, feisty daughter.

It having been so incredibly busy over
this past six months, I would like to give
an extra big thank you to Ray, Kylie and
the amazing team at Keen Street Vets
who look after us so well. Also to all
the staff at Currumbin Wildlife Hospital
who have helped us get through some
pretty tricky cases lately and who al-
ways treat us with warmth, kindness and
respect. We are so fortunate to have so
many beautiful people working toward
the same goal as us — thank you all for
every little (or big) thing you do for our
koalas.

I wish you all a very happy Festive Sea-
son and wonderful New Year.

in a bad way and being treated at Cur-  in soft release in just a few months. —Susannah Keogh
rumbin Wildlife Hospital where his leg-
Koala Care Statistics: 1 September 2016 — 30 November 2016
Friends of the Koala attended to or provided advice on a total of 318 koalas
In Released | Died Dead on Euth. Unable to Advice
care Arrival find/capture

Injured (20) 1 2 2 3 11 1

Unsuitable location (3) 1 1 1

Road strike (36) 3 1 5 15 8 4

Dog attack (19) 2 2 3 10 2

Diseased/sick (85) 8 2 1 50 23 1

Health status unknown/ 1 4 3 27

unrecorded (35)

Healthy/assumed healthy (111) 111

Geriatric (2) 2

Orphaned/abandoned (7) 5 2

Totals (318) 20 10 7 26 81 33 141

Friends of the Koals 1959
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From pl | There is also recognition of the

koala rehab sector: “While many
of the recommendations in this report
aim to understand and address threats to
koala populations, it is also important to
support those who respond when the
threats cannot be mitigated. Fauna reha-
bilitation groups play a critical front-
line role in assisting the recovery of indi-
vidual koalas, most commonly injured by
car strikes, dog attacks or fire.” (p.v)
Too bad disease and orphaning were
overlooked, and of course some koala
rehab groups are actively engaged in
koala conservation way beyond the re-
covery of individual koalas.

A Saving our Species conservation pro-
ject for the koala which sets out a frame-
work for on-ground actions for 2016-21
is also in draft and on exhibition until 3
March. The project is to be a key support
for the whole-of-government koala strat-
egy. The framework, which includes
a list of actions that are proposed as
amendments to the existing Priorities
Action Statement (PAS) for the koala
(Phascolarctos cinereus), is outlined in
a brochure, Securing the koala in the
wild in NSW for 100 years - Saving our
Species Iconic Koala Project.

Exhibition of the Explanation of Intend-
ed Effect of the proposed review of State
Environmental Planning Policy No 44 —
Koala Habitat Protection [SEPP 44]
which preceded the koala strategy an-
nouncement has been extended to 3
March 2017.

Undoubtedly the devil will be in the de-
tail and we don’t know how much of that
has actually been developed.

Already one month of the three month
exhibition period has slipped by. Com-
munity information sessions won’t com-
mence until February. How much notice
will Government take of our feedback
anyway?

Another concern is funding. We’re told
that the Chief Scientist & Engineer’s
recommendations build on, by which a
assume they mean “add to”, the Govern-
ment’s commitment of $100million over
five years for the entire Saving our Spe-
cies program for threatened species con-
servation. How much of the $100m. is
likely to be targeting koala conservation
is anyone’s guess. A mere $800,000 is
allocated for the eight projects selected
for funding across NSW in 2016-17.
How much can we expect to be allocated
from 2017-18 to 2021? The only other
announcement has been the Govern-
ment’s intention to invest $10million
over five years to acquire “vital koala
habitat”; depending on location and size,
perhaps two or three acquisitions a year.

Some are already dismissive of the
strategy exercise — process has been
convoluted and contradictory so that
gestation has been mightily prolonged;
paradigms remain unchallenged; few
direct actions; the Government’s envi-
ronmental record - dismantling our bio-
diversity legislation and our National
Parks and Wildlife Service; not to men-
tion the on-going saga of the remake of
the Coastal Integrated Forestry Opera-
tions Approval or the decision to pro-
ceed with Section 10 of the Pacific
Highway Upgrade.

Regardless of where you stand, and I
may be more optimistic than some, we
all need to get across all the material
that’s on exhibition and to tell Govern-
ment what we think needs to be done in
order to recover our koala populations.

For information about the koala strategy
engagement program and to make a
written submission, go to: https://
engage.environment.nsw.gov.au/
development-of-a-nsw-koala-strategy.

To view the SEPP 44 EIE and to make a
written submission g0 to:
www.planning.nsw.gov.au/proposals

—Lorraine Vass

From p2 | home for years to come as we
are presently in the eighth of a 21 year
lease with Lismore Council.

The decision to build the Koala Care
Centre in the early ‘90s changed the
way in which our licensed rehab work
was conducted. It didn’t suit everyone
and some left the organisation, just as
they had years earlier when we took on
licensed koala work.

Our new building will enable the exist-
ing multi-use building to be used exclu-
sively for koala admissions and treat-
ments. Office space, volunteer facilities,
storage, visitor reception and vehicle
garaging will be relocated as will train-
ing/education space. Over time I might
even regain the room in my house that
for the past 14 years has been dedicated
to Friends of the Koala business. More
than that, what we do and the way we

do it will change.

We are preparing for that by workshop-
ping our expectations. The first of a se-
ries of workshops was held at the end of
October around exploring the opportuni-
ties and risks associated with the new
building, introducing the requirement
for a part-time paid position, examining
roles and addressing succession plan-
ning. A second workshop is planned for
early February. In the meantime Lis-
more Council has approved the Devel-
opment Application and engagement of
tradespeople is proceeding.

As every month slips by, costs rise and
while our fundraising had provided suf-
ficient for us to match the Government’s
grant, it didn’t give a lot of leeway. For-
tuitously, during November the bequest
made to Friends of the Koala by Pat
Barnidge, our past Care Co-ordinator,
was settled. Pat’s name as well as her
spirit will live on.

Friends of the Koala is only as good as
its members and in particular its active
members. We’re fortunate that we live
in a region which is attractive to so
many people (the misfortune of our koa-
las), and that some of them are like-
minded. At the AGM five new members
were elected onto the Management
Committee; all are relative newcomers
to Friends of the Koala. Added to the
three new members who joined the
Management Committee in 2015, we
have eight or 60% new committee mem-
bers over two AGMs. How exciting is
that — a strong, skilled leadership team
capable of shaping and positioning
Friends of the Koala for an even more
effective and vibrant future.

This issue of Treetops is a little larger
than usual (a bonus for waiting). It in-
cludes the usual reports and pieces on
some of the work in which we are cur-
rently engaged. There’s also important
information about the NSW Govern-
ment’s koala management policy direc-
tion and a couple of items on what is
being done to conserve koalas in other
parts of NSW which we hope you will
find interesting.

So thank you all for the work you’ve
done throughout the year. Your contri-
bution, whatever it might have been,
was important.

I can’t say 2016 has been any tougher
than previous years or indeed the years
ahead. Koala conservation is complex
and there are no quick fixes — every year
is tough.

Happy New Year!
—Lorraine Vass

Page % Friends of the Koalo 19589 - 2016- 22vesrs of licensed koalo rebabilitation
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Care Centre
Co-ordinator's Beport

lot has been
happening at
= the Care Centre.
| Being the spring-
& summer  quarter
we have had a
large number of
koalas come into
care including
many joeys. At
the time of writ-
ing we have 18
koalas, four of
which are joeys. They come into care
because of disease, injuries and of
course orphaning.

Lola Whitney

Most of the injuries are from car hits and
attacks by dogs and perhaps surprising-
ly, cows. I don’t know

why it is, but we seem _“f'l e sweael formative

to be receiving more [¢
call-outs involving koa-
las and cows. Unfortu

koala that comes off 5
second best. Cows are [i
incredibly curious - one [
just has to see a koala == '
scampering across a paddock and it w1ll
call the others over. It’s what happens
next that is so distressing because they
encircle the koala, trampling and butting
it causing serious injury if not death.

While the Care Centre is focussed on the
koalas in care (and we’ve been at capac-
ity or near-capacity for months now), we
have many visitors ranging from indi-
viduals, friends and families to commu-
nity groups, school classes and English
Language students from South Cross
University.

People drop in from the four corners of
the globe but in September a group of
Indigenous adults and children from
Kids Caring for Country in Murwil-
lumbah came to visit. Uncle Derek told
the story of how, many thousands of
years ago, the Koala lost his tail. The
children sang a beautiful lullaby named
Burrubi to Diego who some of you will
know is one of those koalas who thinks
he is human. Diego appeared quite in-
trigued by his serenade. All in all it was
a great day and we thank Jarmbi for or-
ganising it.

Other school groups to have visited re-
cently are the Wyrallah Road Public
school, Lismore who visited over two
days bringing 50 students each day and
Evans Head K-12 who brought 30 stu-
dents, 15 of whom were Italian guests of
the school.

k

On 1October the Centre hosted FOK-
tober’s Koala Picnic and Open Day.
Channels 7 and 9 both featured news
stories on our work for the koalas and
Lismore City Council’s Environmental
Strategies (NRM) Officer, Angie Brace
did some filming for a video she is mak-
ing on koalas and biodiversity.

During November Hayley Crowell a
young woman from the University of
Colorado-Boulder USA worked with us
for a month in order to fulfil a 140-hour
requirement for her Independent Study
Project (ISP) for the Australia: Sustaina-
bility and Environmental Action pro-
gram of School for International Train-
ing (SIT) Study Abroad. I was her In-
ternship Co-ordinator and I have to say
she was a great asset, working six days a
week and doing everything - caring for
the koalas, leafing, working in the plant
nursery, assisting in a couple of rescues
and vet visits. The report she wrote on
her practicum was in-
and Hayley
was very complimentary
about our passion and
il work ethic. We wish her
all the best for her future
i endeavours.

4 Towards the end of No-
vember we had a surprise
visit by ANU’s Bill Fo-
ley, one of the country’s foremost koala
experts.

Bill was on a mission. Just hours before
he’d picked up from Brisbane Airport a
Finnish colleague and professor in natu-
ral compound chemistry at the Universi-
ty of Turku, Juha-Pekka Salminen. Giv-
en his work on tannin analysis, Juha had
expressed a wish to see a koala in the
wild.

L-r Juha Salminen, Mark Ambrose, Bill Foley and
Pres. Lorraine with Diego

They were on their way to Armidale
where there was a reasonable chance of
realising Juha’s wish but just to be on
the safe side Bill decided to call in to
Southern Cross University’s Lismore’s
campus where he knew the chances were
high.

I’m not sure how Bill found the Koala
Care Centre, but he did and he and Juhu
undoubtedly saw more koalas than they
had bargained for: in care and a couple
in the trees around the Centre.

Bill mentioned he’s working with Ben
Moore of the Hawkesbury Institute for
the Environment, Western Sydney Uni-
versity on how koalas’ gut microbes
influence their health with a view to
improving digestive function for rehabil-
itated koalas whose gut bacteria may
have been impacted by antibiotics asso-
ciated with treating Chlamydia and even
koalas translocated into areas with dif-
ferent eucalypt species. The transloca-
tion aspect is focussed on Cape Otway
koalas faced with Manna Gum dieback
having to eat Messmate Stringybark.

It goes without saying that workloads at
the Care Centre have increased. In part
this is due to the number of koalas in
care but it is also because at this time of
the year we lose most of our internation-
al student volunteers now that Southern
Cross University is on summer vacation.
We are still taking Work for the Dole
participants.

Although we have been blessed with
great volunteers we still need more. For
quite some time now there have been
over 80 volunteers coming in each week
just to look after the koalas. Leafers are
also in short supply - without them we
would not be able to feed the koalas. At
this time of the year especially, they
need to travel far and wide to get the
best leaf.

And now a few thank yous. First a spe-
cial thank you to Michael Chopus who
has recently left us. Michael was our
“groundsman” over the past two years.
He worked two days a week, mainly to
restore the reserve up to Industry Drive.
Before he took over there was a lot of
rubbish and weeds which he has cleared,
creating a few tracks to walk along. He
has also planted many new trees. Thank
you Michael - we all know how hard
you worked and it is greatly appreciated.

Thank you also to the donors who
helped the success of our raffle - Netty
Kozlovsky for painting a beautiful por-
trait of Lucinda and her Joey
Thumbelina (Lucinda has since passed
away and her daughter is growing well
at the Care Centre); Tanya Ferreira from
Zenful Creatures for her pen and ink
etching of a koala; Karen Monson for
one of the stunning bags that she makes
from recycled materials; Lyn Olive for a
beautiful bag that she had made and
Margaret Russell for donating a bottle of
lovely Red Door perfume.

Finally, thank you to volunteer Margo
Mair who recently bought us a new
clothes dryer .We love it Margo. I am
sure the old one was using a lot of pow-

er.
| Continued p6
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Moving FPorward with the New Building

he Development Application for

our new Education and Administra-
tion Centre has been approved by Lis-
more City Council and we’re working
through the Conditions of Consent ob-
taining the required plans and designs to
comply with those Conditions and ob-
tain the necessary Construction Certifi-
cate.

We have to remove up to 18 koala food
trees from the site, and this is set to oc-
cur from 11-13 January. It is of course
ironic that we’re removing koala food
trees when we so often lobby to save
koala food trees on other proposed de-
velopments, but the land on which the
current and future buildings are located
has significant tree cover, most of which
are koala food tree species and planted
by us.

We’ve planted hundreds of trees on the
site over the years, most of them koala
food trees, but as they’re already in the
ground, we have to provide a further
163 replacement koala food trees either
on the site or at another location ac-
ceptable to Council.

Funds from Pat Barnidge’s bequest will
cover our costs for the new building,
which is what she wanted and for which
we’re very grateful. The grant of just
under $80,000 from the Australian De-
partment of Infrastructure and Regional
Development under the former National
Stronger Regions Fund is a significant
contribution to the project, and we’re
planning on a completion date in the
first half of 2017.

require many changes in how we oper-
ate, and one of the significant changes
is that we will be employing a part-time
coordinator of all FOK’s facilities.

To assist us in the change process we’re
holding a series of facilitated work-
shops predominantly for the Manage-
ment Committee. The first of these was
held on 29 October and the second
workshop will be held on 5 February.
The first laid the ground-

“Our New Place and Our Place in it” Workshop One

work for the review of all
our practices and posi-
tions to be worked
#l through in later work-

=1 shops to ensure that when
- the new building is
opened the transition will

—Ros Irwin

Having a separate Education and Ad-
ministration building adjacent to the
current Care Centre in East Lismore will

Internship 2t the Koala Care Centre

In November we were fortunate to have
a young American woman, Hayley
Crowell, carry out an internship under
the SIT Study Abroad program operating
from Byron Bay. Hayley had to complete
147 hours over a 30 day period which
meant she spent long days involved in
most of the activities operating at and out
of the Care Centre including leafing, run
maintenance, nursery

many wildlife species are facing and
actions individuals can take to work to
save them. As she has documented in
her following summary, this was a life-
changing experience for her and one
that will lead to changes in her behav-
iour in the future.

‘FOK taught me how critical providing
education services to the

work and rescuing. Her | o o8
purpose in this internship [SSPSEECEE
was to gain an educational [ Sl f
and a hands-on experience [ S
to prepare herself for her _jf
future plan of working in 7
wildlife rehabilitation.

Her paper - Rehabilitating
the koala (Phascolarctos /i
cinereus) in east Lismore, ¥
northern ~ New  South
Wales: A practicum with
Friends of the Koala —
documents her learning

Hayley Crowell

public is in order to ulti-
mately save species from
extinction. So in order to
apply what I have learned at
this organization back in the
United States I will work on
lowering my environmental
impact and sharing my
knowledge with people
around me. Focusing on
‘ lowering my environmental

impact will remind me to
stop supporting companies
that are contributing to cli-
mate change that are de-

and experience during that period and
she has gained useful insights into both
us and koalas.

From our perspective, Haley was a de-
lightful young woman who worked hard
and assisted us through a particularly
busy period. Apart from that, the long-
term benefit is in her understanding
about koalas, the challenges they and so

stroying the forests of many wildlife
species. I also will do my own research
on native wildlife in my area and learn
actions I can take to protect them.

I learned more than I could have ever
possibly imagined from interning at this
organization. I have had a passion for
wanting to work with wildlife since I
was a little girl, but I never would have

imagined that I would one day be work-
ing to conserve koalas in Australia. I
have never met a group of harder work-
ing individuals. Being given the oppor-
tunity to work with a team of such dedi-
cated and passionate people restored my
faith in humanity. By working with this
organization, it opened my eyes to how
much there is to be learned about the
fauna of our world and why it is so im-
portant that we protect them. This is a
small organization that does not have the
space to treat all injured koalas, but that
does not stop them from doing every-
thing in their power to save the life of
any koala. Working with a small non-
profit organization taught me to never
stop fighting when we have the power to
make a difference.’

—Ros Irwin

From p5

Three supervisors meeting have been
held in the last three months and our
Care Coordinator Susannah Keogh con-
ducted another Education Workshop in
November. As usual she did a great job.

In conclusion, a reminder that now the
weather is getting very hot, we need to
leave water out for all our furred, feath-
ered and scaled friends.

—Lola Whitney
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Koals Watch — Community-led Koals Becovery in the Northern Bivers

ood news! Friends of the Koalas

was successful in receiving a grant
from the NSW Environmental Trust
Environmental Education Community
Grant Program for its proposed three-
year Koala Watch — community-led koa-
la recovery — Northern Rivers project.
Koala Watch will start in February, so
keep an eye out for more information
about the project and start spreading the
word.

Koala Watch is about empowering indi-

viduals in local communities in the |

Northern Rivers who live with koalas to
gain the knowledge and skills to be pro-
active in the early detection of the major
threats to the local koala populations and
to undertake actions that reduce or elim-
inate these threats. The five threats that
the project will focus on are disease
(Chlamydia and Retrovirus), dog attacks
(domestic and wild), road vehicle colli-
sions, catastrophic fire events, and se-
vere storms.

The number of koalas dying in the
Northern Rivers is not sustainable
(deaths greater than recruitment).
Friends of the Koala receive approxi-
mately 300 koalas a year to the Koala
Care Centre. The figure has been re-
markably stable since 2009.

Rehabilitation versus mortality is varia-
ble. FOK has 27 years of data related to
koala calls to the hotline and rescued,
rehabilitated koalas etc. Take as an ex-
ample the 26 years of FOK data records
for Ballina Shire Council’s koala popu-
lation study which provided an assess-
ment of 472 calls-outs over that time.
46% resulted in koala death with mortal-
ities averaging eight koalas per year in
the LGA. Of the 149 koalas that died,
the cause of death was unknown in 68
cases; 52 died of disease, 54 of vehicle
strike, 25 of dog attack, and 17 of natu-
ral causes. From July to December 2016
there has been unprecedented numbers
of koalas come through the Rescue Hot-
line and the Care Centre.

If we are to reduce the expedited risk of
local population extinctions, as a result
of premature death of wild koalas,
brought about by [untreated] disease,
injury or orphaning, we need much more
community awareness and interest in the
wellbeing of their local koalas.

The project will be large with 19 part-
ners (at present), including the six
Northern Rivers Councils (Tweed, By-
ron, Ballina, Lismore, Richmond Valley
and Kyogle), Rural Fire Services, State
Emergency Services, Local Land Ser-

vices, Office of Environment and Herit-
age, Landcare (North Coast Regional
Landcare, Border Ranges-Richmond
Valley Landcare Network, Richmond
Landcare Inc, Brunswick Valley Land-
care, Tweed Landcare), the Northern
Rivers Fire and Biodiversity Consorti-
um, wildlife care groups (Tweed Valley
Wildlife Carers, Northern Rivers Wild-
life Carers, Northern Rivers WIRES),
and the Dorroughby Education Centre.

Koala Watch will include the following
workshops:

o [dentifying and Supporting Koalas in

Distress, Sick or Injured
(addressing koala behaviour, detect-
ing chlamydia, car collisions, re-
sponsible dog ownership, dehydra-
tion, starvation, car-dog-storm inju-
ries);

o Understanding and Managing Habi-
tat for Koalas across the Landscape
(addressing koala food and shelter
trees and habitat, importance of con-
nectivity in the landscape, tree and
habitat planting, weed control);

o Fire Management and Planning for
Koalas (addressing why fire is a risk
to koalas, approaches to hazard re-
duction, managing fire, planning
hazard reduction burns);

e Helping Vulnerable Koalas: being
part of a wild dog control program
(addressing why koalas are vulnera-
ble to wild dogs, when wild dogs
pose the greatest threat, what wild
dog control options there are, being
part of a locally coordinated pro-
gram, getting trained); and

e Being Koala Alert During Storm
Clean-Ups (this workshop will be
delivered to the Richmond Tweed
SES staff and volunteers to provide
information and training that will
enable them to assist koalas encoun-
tered during storm clean-ups that
have been injured or trapped by
trees).

Koala Watch also involves the develop-

ment and dissemination of a range of
educational materials to enable local
communities to identify visual, audible,
and behavioural distress signs in koalas.
The educational materials will include
the production and distribution of two
short digital videos, and a pilot school
package, as well as pamphlets, and a
glovebox and fridge guide. If we can get
suitable support and funding it may also
be possible to develop a mobile phone
app that supports the Koala Watch pro-
ject.

Koala Watch will target rural landhold-
ers and residents, urban residents, school
students, and industry (dairy, beef, or-

1 chardists, floodplain croppers, lifestyle

landholders) as well as the broader com-
munity. We hope to have at the end of
the project, at least 200 members of lo-

i| cal communities that live with koala

populations, as koala guardians, with the
relevant knowledge, skills and tools to:
monitor their local koalas and be proac-
tive in assisting koalas in need of help;
manage domestic dogs with koalas in
mind; consider koalas in fencing proper-
ties and if they have a swimming pool;
partake in wild dog control programs;
slow down in areas of koala hotspots;
plan for appropriate fire management;
and be proactive following severe
storms.

If you would like to know more or be
involved, or have any ideas to contrib-
ute, please contact me on 0467 855 990.

—Maria Matthes
Project Officer

i

e
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an-f-:rnm.ontul

TRUST

See page 12 for information on
Koala Food Tree Plantations
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FOKtober Competition

Our FOKtober celebrations seem a long
time ago now. All those posts on Face-
book, the Open Day and Koala Picnic at
the Care Centre, a few “old” members
reconnecting, grant announcements,
launching the second community adver-
tisement, the AGM, and finally, work-
shopping FOK’s future - a very busy
month!

One of several children’s activities as-
sociated with FOKtober was a colour-
ing-in competition. We received 65
entries from a number of schools in the
region which were displayed in the foy-
er of Lismore’s public library. The
judges, local artists Christine Porter and
Leonie Lane were both impressed by
the individuality, neatness and creativi-
ty of some of the entries.

Winners were:

Kindy Year One: Amber
Wyrallah Road Public School

Weir,
Year 2-3: Makayia Bateman, Evans
Head K-12

Year 4: Halle Facdy, Evans Head K-
12

Each winner received a $30 voucher
from Lismore’s Book Warehouse.

Life of Missy — one of Ballina’s Pamous Koalas

issy was one of Ballina’s famous

14 that were featured in the Sun-
day Telegraph’s article Road to run over
these tree-huggers (24 April 2016).
Missy died on 7 December. So it is with
mixed emotions - sadness that she
passed and gratitude that she won’t have
to endure the construction of the High-
way through her habitat - that 1 write
this article about her
life.

&
Missy was born about }
10 years ago on Thur- [E== S
gates Lane at Wardell. [
She was the pride and [&%"
joy of Keri Barber and | J
her family, who enjoyed
her regular visits. Keri’s [§
home was Missy’s ¥ 8
home, and although she [&4 & "
had other places she [,
visited, her favourite
and most often used
trees were at Keri’s.

On 13March 2015, 1
saw her in a tall Tallow-
wood there. Keri said
we could catch her for
the Koala Study for the
Section 10 Population
Viability Analysis as [§
long as she would be
alright. We set the trap
and caught her in the f
morning. What a beauti-

ful girl she was. {

Missy was clearly a
survivor. She had severe §
scar tissue in her left"
eye, either from an injury or from con-
junctivitis that had healed itself (top
photo). She was about eight years old, in
good condition and weighed in at 5.71
kg.

Missy’s pouch had never been used. Nor
had the pouches of Fiesty Pat and Ken-
ny, two other local girls aged 7 and 8
respectively. It was these three girls who
made us wonder what had been happen-
ing to the northern part of the koala pop-
ulation.

Why hadn’t these koalas, currently fit in
every other way never reproduced? We
came up with three options, either 1)
they were born infertile as a result of
their mother’s disease; 2) they had
Chlamydia and survived it but were left
infertile; or 3) there were few or no
males around. The latter has since been
discounted as a number of males have
been seen or heard in the area.

In the middle of 2016, a local woman
spied Missy on the road and sent me a
photo (bottom photo) after she had
shooed her off. Although not a good

)

\,!'

photo, Missy’s fur looked a bit drab and
her right eye appeared to be encircled
with white, like fur missing. The eye
itself looked okay and she didn’t look
like she had lost weight. I kept my eye
out for her and asked some local resi-
dents if they had seen her. No, or not
that they knew of.

Then on 7 December, at the same time
Keri and Kim were meeting
4 with the Roads & Maritime
Services and Pacific Com-
plete to discuss the impacts of
the Highway on themselves
and Missy, and Stevie, one of
their boy koalas, the Friends
of the Koala rescue hotline
received a call about a koala
that had been sitting in the
il same place in a tree for two
Jlll days since a male tried to
mate with her. I wasn’t avail-
able to go so Marley Chris-
tian went out and collected
the tagged koala, (red 0345).

Unsure of whether it was
Kenny or Missy, given the
¥4l location and the lack of
d pouch use, I checked the
il spreadsheet. It was Missy.
She weighed in at 5.72 kg,
7| with poor fur condition, had
small cysts, her right eye was
apparently close to bursting,
and her molars were com-
¢ pletely worn. She was put to
&¢| peace that day. Calling Keri
al and Kim to tell them Missy’s
:| fate was the hardest of phone

calls. I brought Missy home
to Keri’s and we buried her under one of
her favourite trees, the tree we first
caught her in.

We gave Missy a little service and let
her know how much she had meant to
us; how we worried about how such an
old girl would have coped with the dra-
matic changes the new Highway would
inflict on her trees and the area in which
she had spent her whole life, and that we
were at least in some way glad that she
wasn’t going to be subjected to the con-
stant trucks, concrete batching plant,
possible blasting and associated noise,
dust and vibration.

Having said that I can’t help but wonder
whether all the increased traffic and the
associated dust and noise in Thurgates
Lane for all the Upgrade studies
(potoroos, frogs as well as koalas), Abo-
riginal artefact recovery, surveyors,
fencing contractors, etc. were already
just too much for our Missy.

Rest in Peace Missy, we are missing
you.
—Maria Matthes
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Highway Update: Working for Ballina's Koalas

s indicated in September’s Treetops

(Re-positioning the Save Ballina’s

Koalas Campaign, p.7) Friends of
the Koala’s efforts are now focussed on
ensuring the best outcomes for Ballina’s
koalas. We are extending this commit-
ment to Richmond Valley’s koalas af-
fected by Sections 8 and 9 of the Up-
grade which were of equal concern to us
prior to the Ballina campaign.

Following a detailed review of the Balli-
na Koala Plan and addendum, and the
Woolgoolga to Ballina Pacific Highway
Upgrade Koala Management Plan ver-
sion 4.4 (KMP) numerous issues of con-
cern in relation to the wellbeing of Balli-
na’s and Richmond Valley’s koalas and
koala populations have been identified.
We have been working for the koalas by
liaising with the Roads Maritime Ser-
vices (RMS) and their project deliverer,
Pacific Complete, to have as many of
these issues addressed before the pre-
construction and construction stages of
the Upgrade commence — possibly as
soon as January.

It might come as a surprise that among
the conditions specified in the Federal
approval advice to RMS is “that the
management and mitigation measures
proposed in the KMP must ensure there
are zero mortalities to koalas during the
construction of section 10. In addition,
the management measures such as con-
nectivity underpasses and fencing of
local roads must reduce koala mortali-
ties from 4-8 per year within the Bagot-
ville, Coolgardie and Wardell region.”

While it appears the RMS’ intentions to
meet these requirements are genuine, we
are sceptical that they will be met. It
goes without saying that we do not be-
lieve that should a death occur, the ap-
proval will be nullified.

KOALAY o
ZERO \\3%
HARM jﬁ

S

Koala Working Group Meeting held in December

We have first sought a Koala Working
Group to ensure the major stakeholders
(Friends of the Koala, Ballina Shire
Council, Environment Protection Au-
thority, the community and of course the
RMS-Pacific Complete project team),
have a forum where we all can be updat-
ed with the same information at the

same time, identify issues, and work on
solutions to have them addressed.

Early in December, the first meeting of
what may be the Koala Working Group
was held. It appears that RMS-Pacific
Complete are taking our concerns seri-
ously. Nonetheless, there are many more
critically significant outcomes that we
will be seeking in the New Year.

So far we have achieved:

1) Commitment to reducing speed
zones in key areas. The RMS has

already had its traffic safety team
investigating this. It appears that
there will be some permanent speed
zone reductions, with some reduced
further during the construction peri-
od.

2) Commitment to increased signage.
The RMS has put its “Watch Out,
Koalas About” signs up in several
key locations, with more permanent
and temporary signs proposed.

3) Commitment to minimal to no use of
an important koala area of Old Ba-
gotville Road and Bagotville Road
by construction vehicles: use to be
contingent on vehicle size, “go slow”
driving conditions to minimize dust
and to enable watching out for koalas
on the road.

4) Changes to the local road and prop-
erty fencing proposal. This will en-
sure koalas aren’t directed to areas
already known as koala road Kkill
hotspots and where visibility is low
with inappropriate speed zones, and
to ensure minimal disturbance to
koala movement across the land-
scape.

5) Changes to the planting schedule in
the Revegetation Plan for the 134 ha
of koala habitat, better reflecting the
species occurring in the local area,
and the preferred use of trees by local
koalas.

6) Expansion of the dog control pro-

| gram beyond RMS owned lands to
private property. This has com-
menced with about 20 private land-
holders now included in the trapping
program. This was essential to ensure

that displaced koalas moving into
areas adjacent to the Highway are not
at increased risk from wild dogs in
those areas.

7) Contribution of ideas to the Koala
Zero Harm Campaign, and the ability
to make constructive changes during
its planning, including posters for
offices and toilets to reinforce the
program.

8) Establishment of a Koala Working
Group (we are assuming it is now
just a formality), the first meeting of
which included a briefing on the pro-

posed Koala Zero Harm Campaign
for all contractors working on Sec-
tions 8, 9 and 10 of the Upgrade, and
discussions over the reality of the
construction on koalas, koala “first
aid” and rescue, and some options
for dealing with these issues. As a
result all staff and contractors work-
ing in Sections §, 9 and 10 will be
required to put the Rescue Hotline
number in their mobile phones
(random checks will be carried out to
ensure the number is there). I, and
maybe other koala rescuers, will be
inducted to go onto the construction
site to streamline the rescue process
in the event of a sick, injured or dead
koala.

9) Commitment to open and transparent
sharing of information related to
koala sightings, koala deaths, injuries
and illnesses, as well as outcomes of
monitoring.

Where to from here?

1) We will continue to have any out-
standing issues with speed zone re-
ductions and enforcement, increased
signage, road use, local road and
property fencing, revegetation, and
dog control addressed.

2) We will continue to be part of the
Koala Working Group and support
the further development of the Koala
Zero Harm Induction and Koala First
Aid Training Programs.

3) We will continue or commence work

on important outstanding issues,
including:
a) Location of  connectivity

structures on fenced areas of
local roads, near the proposed
Wardell Road compound, and
at Laws Point.

b) The Coolgardie hotspot and
how to minimise the impact
of construction on those koa
las.

c¢) The Wardell Road-Lumley’s
Hill borrow and compound
sites, which will include fenc
ing, a concrete batching plant,
possible blasting, and 300 truck

movements a day in and adja
cent to a koala hotspot.
d) Phased resource reduction,

whereby trees are collared to
prevent koalas climbing their
food trees, a percentage of
those trees ringbarked, and
monitoring the koala presence
and absence in trees, and trees
progressively cleared over
a period of about 3 months.

e) Monitoring the koala popula
tion both immediate, short
and long term.

We will continue to work for Ballina’s

koalas. If you would like to know more,

I can be contacted on 0467 855 990.
—Maria Matthes
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Meet your Management Committee

he 2016 AGM was held on 27 Octo-

ber at the Lismore Workers’ Club.
There was a good turn-out for dinner
beforehand with a few more arriving for
the meeting - around 35 of us.

The Annual Report and copies of the
audited financial statements were availa-
ble on the night. Please note the correc-
tion on the interpretation of the Nurse-

ry’s financial position on p 12.

A special resolution to repeal the 2008
Rules/Constitution and to adopt the draft
Constitution submitted to the meeting
was passed. Successful application was
made to NSW Fair Trading to register
the new Constitution which took _

Ros Irwin — Vice President

Ros worked as a Federal Public Servant
for over 25 years then 15 as a Lecturer
in Political Science, Interpersonal Com-
munication and Conflict Resolution
prior to 'retiring' and buying a small
family business in Lismore. She spent
17 years as an elected representative on
Lismore Council, with two years as
Deputy Mayor and then Mayor, as well
as five years on the Board of the Local
Government Association of NSW. She
and her husband have a koala food tree
plantation and Soft Release pen for koa-
las in care on their Caniaba property.
They have been FOK members since
2010.

effect from 8 November 2016.

Patron Margot Sweeny was on
hand to serve as returning officer
although election was not re-
quired.

Office-bearers :

President: Lorraine Vass

Vice President: Ros Irwin
Treasurer: Katrina Jeffrey
Secretary: Aliison Kelly

Care Co-ordinator: Susannah
Keogh

Care Centre
Lola Whitney

Co-ordinator:

General Committee members:
Fiona Dawson

Yasmin Cabot

Christie Budd

Mark Ambrose

Nick Bourke

Marley Christian

Mel Yakas

Guest speaker, Ross Goldingay gave a
great presentation on the ecology and
management of gliding possums.

Introductions

Lorraine Vass — President

Lorraine was brought up in Melbourne.
During the ‘60s she and Rick travelled
extensively. A career librarian and li-
brary manager, Lorraine took early re-
tirement. They relocated to the Northern
Rivers from Darwin in late 1999 and
within months had joined Friends of the
Koala. Lorraine was elected President in
2002. Since then she’s done little else
but think and live how to position the
group to be a fighting force for koalas
and their conservation. She and Rick
are Honorary Life Members.

Aliison Kelly - Secretary

Aliison works as a production and event
manager in the local screen industries
and on small scale events. She joined
Friends of the Koala in 2014 becoming
Secretary in January 2015 after learning
she could contribute to our conservation
efforts by taking Minutes. Little did she
understand how FOK, its volunteers,
committee members and koalas would
get under her skin. She now spends a
great deal of her leisure time thinking,
caring and acting upon a perverse sense
of responsibility to do her bit for koala
conservation in the Northern Rivers.

Katrina Jeffery - Treasurer

Katrina has a background in small busi-
ness ownership, accredited business
training and computer programming
although her original career was in vet-
erinary and then human nursing. For 16
years she ran a small commercial goat
dairy, supplying raw milk throughout
the Northern Rivers. Katrina and her
husband moved onto their Tuckurimba
property in 2010, right smack in the
middle of a koala corridor. Following
her husband’s death in 2014, Katrina
discovered that around 2,000 Forest Red
Gums had self-sown during his illness
and she has been actively regenerating
koala habitat since. She joined FOK in
2014.

Susannah Keogh — Koala Care Co-
ordinator

Susannah is originally from Western
Australia and worked in the finance in-
dustry for 15 years in various locations
across Australia and the U.S.A. Soon
after moving to the Northern Rivers,
Susannah saw her first wild koala and
decided she wanted to know more. She
joined Friends of the Koala in late 2011,
volunteering her services as Treasur-
er. Increasing her involvement through
rescues, trips to the wildlife hospitals,
additional shifts and home care duties, it
wasn’t long before she was a regular at
the Care Centre. In October 2015, after
the passing of Care Coordinator Pat

Barnidge, Susannah took on the job.

Lola Whitney — Koala Care Centre
Co-ordinator

Lola was brought up in the North-
* ern Rivers and went into nursing.
She has lived in Lismore for 38
years, 25 of them spent in jewel-
lery retail. She sang in several
choirs throughout the district. Lola
joined FOK in 2004 and was elect-
ed to the Committee in 2005 as a
general member. She has been
Care Centre Co-ordinator since
August 2009. Lola is deeply com-
mitted to koala welfare and is un-
wavering in her loyalty to FOK
and the volunteers with whom she
works. She is an Honorary Life
Member.

Mark Ambrose — Committee Member
Mark is originally from the UK but grew
up in PNG and the Northern Territory.
He is a professional Ecologist and has
worked in consultancy as well the not-
for-profit sector. His main expertise/
interest is in small mammals and now
koalas! He joined FOK in August 2016.

Nick Bourke — Committee Member
Nick has been working in the zoo indus-
try for the past 14 years. His first job
was a bird keeper at Australia Zoo, back
in the Steve Irwin days. He has had a
range of experiences from free flight
bird trainer to tiger keeper in a number
of some of Australasia's highest profile
zoos. Currently, Nick is the Park Man-
ager of Macadamia Castle. He’s been
developing the tourist attraction into a
native Australian fauna park over the
past five years. Nick and his young
family have bought a farm on which
they have been busy planting koala food
trees.

Christie Budd — Committee Member

Christie is a veterinarian who has
worked in companion animal practice in
Australia, England and USA. She has
recently completed a Master of Veteri-

nary Science by research :
| Continued pl1
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From p10 |in koala medicine. She loves
her one day a week of collecting leaf for
koalas, cleaning their runs and just
spending some quiet time in their pres-
ence. Christie joined FOK as soon as she
moved to the Northern Rivers (Oct
2016).

Yasmin Cabot — Committee Member
Yasmin first moved from Sydney to the
Northern Rivers in 2002 to attend uni-
versity at SCU where she completed a
Bachelor in Applied Science, Environ-
mental Resource Management. She has
since had various careers, including
working in project management; with
farmers towards sustainable agriculture,
and operation management in the solar
industry. She returned to university in
2013 and retrained in education and
works as a casual teacher. Yasmin has
been a committee member for two years
and the Training Officer for the past
year. She is one of our home carers,
presently preparing three joeys in Koala
Kindy for release.

Marley Christian — Committee Mem-
ber

Marley is a trainee vet nurse but her
working life has covered everything from
data entry operator to selling car spare
parts. For 12 years she worked with chil-
dren from ages 5 to 19 with severe be-
havioural difficulties at Glenfield Park
Special School in Campbelltown, leaving
to care for her father in Forster. Since
moving to the Lismore area Marley has
become addicted to the plight of the koa-
la and she’s keen to continue learning
more about them. She joined FOK in
December 2015 and has recently taken on
co-ordinating leaf collection.

Fiona Dawson — Committee Member

Fiona grew up in Auckland, lived in the
UK, Sydney and Adelaide, moving to
Numulgi in 2006. She joined FOK soon
after. A management accountant, Fiona
has held several committee positions in-
cluding Treasurer when she migrated
FOK to MYOB from a good old fash-
ioned cash book! She retrained as a bush

regenerator and after years of external
study at SCU Lismore recently complet-
ed an Environmental Science degree.
Fiona takes on rescue phone shifts, helps
out at the Care Centre and grant applica-
tions. She plays bass in a band at the
Lismore Conservatorium and belongs to
Wilsons River Landcare.

Mel Yakas — Committee Member

Mel and her family moved to Meer-
schaum Vale from North Queensland
10yrs ago and found they had chosen an
area that is home to a significant koala
population. This was the beginning of
the family's love of koalas and their pas-
sion to help conserve them and their
habitat. Mel is an Early Childhood Edu-
cator and loves sharing her passion for
Australian wildlife and the importance
of conservation with all children. She
began volunteering at FOK's Koala Care
Centre in March 2016 and is a member
of the Save Ballina's Koala Campaign.

Post Mortems 9t the Gare Centre

Friends of the Koala is indeed lucky
to have the specialised skills that
Allen Pearson brought when he joined
FOK in December 2012. Allen is approach-
ing retirement from human pathology, is
a medically retired veterinary surgeon,
and holds certain beliefs
about the environment
that are important to him.

Whilst he started his vol-
unteering doing a Sunday [
afternoon general care|
shift he soon became in-
volved in collecting skin
ear wedge samples fixed
in alcohol for various in-
stitutions for genomic
assessment.

In November 2014 Syd-
ney University PhD can-
didate, Caroline

general business of FOK the series of
activities required before a consignment
of 'pathologically viable' specimens, of-
ten fresh frozen, arrives at a laboratory in
a distant city by overnight express. In-
deed, some of the preparation and storage

Allen and Caroline at work

Marschner, visited
Friends of the Koala to provide an up-
date on her project. Caroline had been
working at the University’s veterinary
pathology laboratory service on a casual
basis. She was able to share her exper-
tise in koala necropsies with Allen to
enable him to collect certain specific
koala tissue samples for different re-
search projects in which the Koala In-
fectious Diseases Research Group
(KIDReGQ) is involved.

These samples necessitated complete
autopsies, which involved a learning
curve and balancing act to fit into the

is carried out at Allen’s home. Another
volunteer, Elspeth Berger is now assist-
ing Allen with these post mortems, which
they carry out only early on Sunday
mornings in the back room of the Care
Centre for logistical reasons on frozen
and thawed cadavers.

As an additional benefit to the autopsies,
Allen and Elspeth try to forensically as-
sess the koalas’ health status leading up
to the end of life event, with the prime
aim being to gather knowledge. Accord-
ing to Allen, the more they do, the more

they see patterns that link ‘the jigsaw
puzzle’ together.

‘We have access to histopathology ser-
vices from the University’s Koala
Health Hub, which are essential for dis-
covering what the tissue pattern is that
we are seeing. It is amazing what a mul-
tiplicity of disease patterns result from
cases where Chlamydiosis is 'probably’
the primary offender,” Allen says. His
recent purchase of a smartphone means
that he can photograph abnormalities
and receive an initial opinion from
KHH, which helps him decide whether
to send any specimens for histopatholo-
gy analysis. This also enables network-
ing instantaneously with appropriate
people in other organisations, which is
proving invaluable.

In the future, Allen would like to devel-
op all activities both in the extent and
quality of guiding protocols, improving
networking with lay and professional
people and sharing of information. The
construction of FOK’s new building
presents all kinds of possibilities for
these valuable activities.

—Ros Irwin

5
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Green fArmy — Round 2

Pood Trees Needed!

ur first Conservation Volunteers

Australia and Friends of the Koala
Green Army partnership finished in
December. The project ‘Enhancing
Threatened Species Habitat to Provide
Safe Passage for Urban Koalas’, will
work with the community to increase
corridor connectivity within the region.

The team was led by Will Petrie, a natu-
ral resource science graduate with a
wealth of experience in tree planting
and weed identification and control.

Will Petrie (l) wzth GA Team Members and Boat Har-

bour land owners, Dot and Glen Moller

being worked and maintained by com-
mitted landowners and/or value adding
to funded habitat restoration and biodi-
versity projects.

Gap and edge planting was undertaken
on several properties and two plantations
have been established with the aim of
providing leaf for koalas in care in the
future.

Many thousands of koala food trees
were propagated under the skilled eye of
2 Mark Wilson, Friends of the Koala’s
Trees Officer.

Special thanks to Tony and Lindy
Margan for allowing the team to use
{ their rustic dairy, in a top location
® overlooking the Wilson River at

N g Monaltrie, as a wet weather training
4% venue.

;QJ The team were also able to assist with

\ the final touches to FOK’s new pot-
@ ting shed funded by Lismore City
3N Council through their Community
Grants scheme. The shed we have
found, doubles as a great entertain-

The team was fortunate to see a range of
sites with varying environmental man-
agement issues across the Lismore
council area. The team’s efforts over the
26 weeks supported four Landcare
groups; Caniaba, Boatharbour, Monal-
trie and Jiggi and public land managers
Southern Cross University, Ngulingah
Local Aboriginal Land Council and
Lismore City Council.

The aim of the project was to restore
koala habitat on land that is currently

ment space with pleasant views of the
university lake and its diverse birdlife.

Thank you to the team members who
made it to the end and despite the re-
duced numbers, reached their targets:
Caitlin Gardner, Bethany Ward, Cody
Duff, Christopher Whare, Jeremy An-
derson and Quintin Wilson.

Team 2 will commence in late January

and is expected to be on the ground by
mid-February.

—Julie Reid

Green Army Co-ordinator

As you will read elsewhere in this
issue and no doubt have heard
about in the media, we’re experiencing a
substantial increase in the number of
koalas in care at a time when we’re also
experiencing prolonged, unseasonally
dry, weather. These occurrences have
caused us to review our practice in han-
dling the leaf required every day for our
koalas in care to ensure we make the
very best use of this scarce resource, as
our current plantations in and around
Lismore on public land are under pres-
sure and have to be rested for some
months to allow them to recover from
their heavy use.

We’ve approached Councils in our Re-
gion asking whether they can provide
public land for new koala food tree plan-
tations, as we know that in the future we
will need to have access to many more
trees. So far, we’ve been delighted with
the response. We’ve already discussed a
potential plantation at Knockrow with
Rous Council, and Richmond Valley
and Lismore City Councils have indicat-
ed that they will have land to offer us.

We’re also seeking support from any
residents within 20 kms of Lismore who
have significant numbers of koala food
trees on their properties that haven’t yet
grown beyond the height our leafers can
access to harvest. As well, if any resi-
dents have land that they’re prepared to
provide for planting koala food trees that
can be harvested for koalas in care, con-
tact me at Roslyn.irwin@gmail.com .

—Ros Irwin

Correction—Nursery Finances

There is a process behind the financial re-
porting that has caused some concern for the
last financial year and I would like to inter-
pret the figures related to the Nursery in a
more accurate light. Our financials are pro-
cessed in accounting software. At the end of
the financial year the computer file is ana-
lysed, along with all the hard copies of origi-
nal documents by our auditor.

The accounting software produces reports
such as profit and loss statements. The audi-
tor also produces a profit and loss statement
for our official financial report. However,
the auditor combines categories of income
and expenses in a slightly different way to
how we read them in our accounting system.

As a result, the financial report produced by
the auditor and distributed at our AGM
shows the Nursery expenses grouped togeth-
er in a way that suggests that sales had fallen
by $4553 during the year and the profit was
$1576. Neither was the case.

The reason for the confusion was the inclu-
sion of ‘nursery’ expenses related directly to
Grants and the Green Army. Grant income
does not reflect against these expenses and so
the difference between income and expenses
is not an accurate reflection of the Nursery
position.

With the Grant expenses removed from
equation, we find that the Nursery, under the
direction of Mark Wilson actually made a
profit of just over $10,000. T do apologise
that I did not realise the financial statement
had grouped the expenses this way. Appro-
priate adjustments to the account groupings
will prevent any re-occurrence.

I congratulate Mark for his incredible dedica-
tion in the Nursery’s operation for the num-
ber of native trees that are raised and planted
across the Northern Rivers, and for its con-
tinuing value as an income source for Friends
of the Koala’s work.

—Katrina Jeffery
Treasurer
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Feral Animal Control ot Gondwang Sanctuary

n response to an invitation from Local

Land Services (LLS) to landowners
between the Pacific Highway and the
Tyagarah Nature Reserve in Byron
Shire, Gondwana Sanctuary is participat-
ing in the first year of a three year feral
animal monitoring and control program
aimed to augment the work carried out
by National Parks and Wildlife in the
Tyagarah Nature Reserve.

Residents see this as an opportunity to
protect the koalas and other wildlife that
live on and move through the property
and are vulnerable to attack from wild
dogs, foxes and cats. The success of the
project depends on the involvement of
many landowners as feral animals move
freely between private properties and the
Tyagarah Nature Reserve.

Monitoring motion sensitive cameras are
used to track movements before trapping
is carried out and, to our surprise, a
monitoring camera on Gondwana recent-
ly detected a fox close to dwellings on
the property. The cameras also tell an
interesting story of which native animals
move around the property at night while
we’re sleeping.

Agreement to trapping on the property is
optional and can be negotiated between
LLS and the landowner. So far, we’ve
tried cage trapping over a three-week

period with no luck. We are assured
that, if a feral animal is trapped, it will
be dealt with quickly and humanely by
professional trappers. Soft jaw traps are
an option that can be used in suitable
areas.

Koala caught on camera

To give some background, Gondwana
Sanctuary is a community of close to 30
people on 40ha of land east of the Pacif-
ic Highway at Tyagarah. Thirty years
ago, the founding members wanted to
create a wildlife sanctuary and planted
koala food trees along the ridge line and
introduced a ‘no cats and dogs’ policy.
This has resulted in koalas returning to
the property which was originally a
grazed dairy farm with very little native
vegetation. A landcare group meets
weekly to restore native habitat on the

property. Gondwana participated in the
Tweed-Byron Koala Connections Pro-
ject revegetating 2000m’ of riparian
land along Simpsons Creek with native
koala habitat vegetation. There are plans
to expand this revegetated area in 2017.

In the five years since the Byron Coast
Koala Habitat Study identified Tyagarah
as having a viable breeding koala popu-
lation, we fear the koala population is
declining. In our view it is now vulnera-
ble to the point of extinction. We’ve
observed koala deaths on the Pacific
Highway and Grays Lane, the impact of
loud music festivals, increased develop-
ment and native vegetation clearing and
the effect of chlamydia on this unique
coastal koala population, which is al-
ready genetically weakened due to its
isolation.

This pest animal control program ad-
dresses the additional threat to koalas
from feral animals as koalas move on
the ground between trees at night when
these animals are out hunting. To play a
part in the survival of the coastal koala,
we encourage other local landowners to
become involved in this monitoring and
trapping project by contacting Local
Land Services, Kirby Doak on 02 6623
3924.

—Bela Allen

New FOK. Plantation at Koals Gardens

he Green Army has been active on
my property known as Koala Gar-
dens.

Most of the property is now registered
under a conservation covenant, but there
is a bit left, so it is being dedicated to a
plantation to supply leaf to the Koala
Care Centre. We hope to plant 400 trees
in total over the two Round 4 Green
Army teams.

The first plantation area was completed
during September. We chose a mix of
Forest Red Gum, Swamp Mahogany,
Tallowwood and Melaleuca quinquener-
via.

Despite the very dry weather, 95% of
the trees are powering along, and the
team has been back and watered them a
couple of times. At the time of writing
this we have just had the first rain in a
couple of months and it will have re-
charged the water crystals under the
trees to keep them going well.

My mowing is no longer dreaming along

in straight lines, but involves lots of
round and round the eucalypt bushes
and thinking carefully. 1 visited the
plantation on the property of Ros Irwin
and Bill Sheaffe recently and received
some great ideas about how to maintain
the plantings efficiently when they have
a little more size on them.

I would encourage anyone who has a
little space to consider talking to Ros,
Bill and Nursery Manager/Trees Officer
Mark Wilson about establishing a plan-
tation. The number of koalas in care
this year has skyrocketed and the need
for easy access to leaf is so important.

It will take 4 — 5 years before these new
trees can start to be harvested, so it’s a
long-term investment and even 400
trees will only give another drop in the
ocean of leaf needed for our koalas in
care.

—Katrina Jeffery
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Conserving Koalss: using DNA to look ot the Big Picture

Decoding the koala genome is improving our
understanding of species-wide genetic varia-
bility and linkages, so important in manag-
ing koala populations. The Australian Muse-
um Research Institute’s ‘Team Koala’( Drs
Linda Neaves, Greta Frankham, Siobhan
Dennison, Mark Eldridge and Rebecca
Johnson) posted this blog on 2 September
2016 http.//australianmuseum.net.au/
blogpost/amri-news/conserving-koalas-using
-dna-to-look-at-the-big-picture

Looking at koala DNA from across
the country gives us insights into
their past, to help conserve them for the
future.

The koala is a unique and international-
ly recognised Australian icon but its
conservation and management is com-
plicated. Although most management of
koalas currently occurs locally, our ge-
netic study has revealed the big picture
of a more complex and dynamic evolu-
tionary history that needs to be consid-

DNA can provide important additional
information to inform conservation and
management, but most previous genetic
studies of koalas have focused on local
areas rather than the whole range of the
species. Because of differences in meth-
ods used in these different studies, com-
paring their results to gain a big picture
is difficult.

Our study analysed the largest and most
widely distributed sample of koalas
gathered to date and confirmed that koa-
las represent a single species, with no
evidence to support separation into sub-
species.

Although a single species, our analysis
of geographic and genetic data revealed
historical splits between populations —
that do not reflect subspecies previously
recognised by some studies — and we
can now see that, like many other Aus-
koala populations

tralian mammals,

Early management of koalas in South
Australia and Victoria involved exten-
sive reintroduction and movement, or
translocation, of koalas among popula-
tions, and this was apparent in the genet-
ic patterns we observed. In many areas
in these States, koalas have very low
levels of genetic diversity compared to
northern populations. The majority of
these populations appear to originate
from the same area as predicted from
historical records. In contrast, koalas in
north-eastern NSW and south-east
Queensland have high levels of unique
diversity.

Comparisons with historical koala sam-
ples from museums suggest that koalas
still have the majority of genetic diversi-
ty historically found in the wild. Since
the last ice age, koalas appear to have
been highly mobile with populations
well connected by gene flow. This con-
trasts with more contemporary patterns

ered in future management.

Koalas are found throughout eastern
Australia from north Queensland
down to Victoria and South Austral-
ia. In the northern parts of their range
koala populations are declining,
largely due to habitat loss and frag-
mentation, while populations in the
south are overabundant, sometimes
requiring management to control
numbers. Because of these con-
trasting population trends, koala

seen in koalas, which indicate popu-

== lations are becoming more structured

with limited connectivity or female-
mediated gene flow. This may, in
part, be due to the increased fragmen-
tation of koala habitat and highlights
the importance of protecting and
| maintaining their habitat to minimise
further fragmentation.

This study gives us a big-picture in-
sight into koalas and provides vital
information that can be used to man-

management tend to be focussed at
local scales such as local government
areas.

While local management is important it
often occurs without much reference to
the bigger picture. To further complicate
management, koalas also show variation
in morphology, or appearance, across
their distribution, which has led some
researchers to split the species into three
sub-species.

were separated by two known biogeo-
graphic barriers (Brisbane River Valley
and Clarence River Valley) during the
last ice age about 20,000 years ago,
when forest habitat in Australia became
more restricted and fragmented. Howev-
er, since the end of the dry period asso-
ciated with the ice age the impact of
these barriers has been removed and
they no longer restrict the movement of
koalas.

age our iconic koalas into the future.

Ed’s note: The Independent Review into the
Decline of Koala Populations in Key Areas
of NSW recommends that Government de-
velops and funds a program to collect genet-
ic information from tissue samples taken
from all injured and deceased koalas across
NSW  for analysis and that the Australian
Museum be the preferred repository (p.39).

Koslss o NSW

A component of the NSW Govern-
ment’s process for developing the
state-wide koala strategy is drawing on
community information.

The Kodlas in NSW socidal pinpoint plat-
form https://oeh.mysocialpinpoint.com/
nsw-koalas#/ has been developed to
collect “citizen scientist” local koala
knowledge. It is quite separate to mak-
ing a formal submission on the strategy
proposal.

The type of information being sought is:
e Where koalas have been seen recently

e Where they have been seen in the
past but not now

o Local threats to koalas

e Koala road injury “hot spots”

e Locations where water resources are
declining or where koalas need water

e Local community initiatives that ben-
efit koalas

The portal is an opportunity to tell your
particular koala stories. Government is
saying local information is needed to
assist in developing a strong and effec-
tive strategy “... to stabilise and then
start to increase koala numbers”.

Thousands of people in the Northern
Rivers are very knowledgeable about
the koalas they live with; they hold
important information.

Logging on to Kodlas in NSW is a
chance to get it documented.

saving
our
SPEcIes
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Can Gunnedah's Koglas be $aved?

decade or so ago the Gunnedah

region appeared to be awash with
koalas, so much so that someone with a
sharp marketing eye had persuaded the
shire council to proclaim Gunnedah the
Koala Capital of the World.

The koala population had been increas-
ing from the 1950s, however an exten-
sive revegetation program to curb salini-
ty on agricultural land initiated in the
early 1990s had good outcomes for koa-
las. Just like the planted windbreaks
around macadamia orchards in the
Northern Rivers, it enabled koala distri-
bution to expand.

missioned preparation of a koala conser-
vation strategy for Gunnedah that local
Landcare and community groups and
land managers could implement.

A koala care and conservation workshop
was held in March 2016. The workshop
agenda had been shaped in part by sur-
veying Gunnedah Shire Council and
Local Land Services personnel, land-
holders, local vets and koala carers. Syd-
ney University researchers Mathew
Crowther, Mark Krockenberger and
Valentina Mella, local consultants David
Paul and John Lemon, Ben Bryant from
Taronga Western Plans Zoo and Cheyne

The 2009 drought and
extreme heatwave
wrought havoc with koa-
la numbers, killing may-
be a  quarter of
Gunnedah’s koalas in a
couple of weeks. Chla- |
mydia was confirmed.
Sadly, the heatwaves of
2013 and 2014 en-
trenched the decline. Ko-
alas were found dehy-
drated and dead across
the region. Chlamydia
had really taken hold;
many of the koalas that
did survive were infertile.
The current population may be 50% of
what it was pre-2009.

BATTLEPT:

57 GRI
2 R eean

Over 2011-2014 a couple of important
habitat projects were undertaken and
two papers were published by Sydney
University koala researchers. Taken
together the findings confirmed that the
potential impact of extreme climatic
events on top of everything else that
koalas have to contend with would have
a catastrophic impact on the region’s
koalas. Land managers could help by
planting food and shelter trees and by
providing water to stave off dehydration
during hot spells.

Around the beginning of 2015 the
Namoi Valley Independent initiated
“Gunnedah’s Koala Project” with pro-
ject partners including Gunnedah Shire
Council, Landcare, North West Local
Land Services, Waterways Wildlife
Park and WIRES Central Northern
Branch. The Koala Project was to run
for a year during which time 1,000 koa-
la food trees were to be planted and 50
watering stations installed while fund-
raising for “appropriate projects” and
generally raising awareness of the plight
of Gunnedah’s koalas. It was a great
success, so much so that later in the year
North West Local Land Services com-

Gunnedah Koala Conservation Plan for
the Landcare and Community Groups |
Prepared for North West Local Land Services
By North West Ecological

A Services October 2016

Flanagan, Port Mac-
quarie Koala Hospital’s
Clinical Director all
attended.

An important outcome
from the workshop was
to form a working
group to develop a koa-
|la recording database
for the region. The Koa-
la Hospital was con-
tracted to set up a web-
site and database to be
used by vets and carers
to standardise admis-
sion and treatment re-
cording. An important
landscape conservation issue identified
was that some (16-19) identified rem-
nant habitat patches are missing perma-
nent water which is now acknowledged
as being needed for koalas to survive hot
and dry spells.

Rob Frend, owner of “Dimberoy” at
Milroy, south-west of Gunnedah has had
a proprietary interest in the koalas that
occupy his property since seeing his first
koalas in the mid-1970s. He had been
integrating conservation into his farming
operation for years and had opened
“Dimberoy” for koala habitat restoration
projects. Koala dependence on water
was of interest so he and Valentina Mel-
la got together and since late last sum-
mer a research team from Sydney Uni-
versity has been conducting a water sup-
plementation study on “Dimberoy”.

Rob has designed and constructed a va-
riety of water stations, coming up with a
water tank and drinker tray which he has
called a “Blinky Drinker”. 10 are located
at ground level and 10 in trees used by
koalas. Their use is being monitored by
cameras and the results have been sur-
prising in that koalas are often drinking
from the stations intermittently for up to
an hour, even during winter and even
after rain.

The study is continuing through summer
to see whether there’s any change in the
way the stations are used during hotter
months. Following on from there the
research will assess how many koalas
may benefit (i.e. the distance that will be
travelled to access water) and whether
water availability actually reduces stress
and the incidence of Chlamydia.

The Pilliga Forests, Liverpool Plains and
Gunnedah koalas are one of four case
studies prepared to inform the /ndepend-
ent review into the decline of koala pop-
ulations in key areas of NSW. They are
put forward as a declining inland popu-
lation (p.8). The identification and map-
ping of refuge habitat in the Gunnedah
region and trialling of artificial water
sources for koalas to mitigate the im-
pacts of heat stress is one of the eight
projects that are to be funded by Saving
Our Species in 2016-17. 30 “Blinky
Drinkers” are to be manufactured and
placed on the properties of participating
landholders.

The Gunnedah Koala Conservation Plan
for Landcare and Community Groups
prepared for North West Local Land
Services was presented to the community
towards the end of November. It is well
worth reading and can be downloaded
at:
https:/www.gunnedah.nsw.gov.au/
index.php/component/rsfiles/preview?
path=GunnedahShireCouncil%
252FENVIRONMENT-WILDLIFE-AND-
WASTE%252FENVIRONMENTAL-
MANAGEMENT%252FGunnedah-Koala-
Conservation-Plan%252F Gunnedah%
2BKoala%2BConservation%2BlLandscape%
2BPlan%2BNovember%2B2016.pdf
—Lorraine Vass

3
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CONFERENCE | KOALA
_2- 4 June 2017 JHOS!

The Koala Preservation Society Australia
|has announced the 2nd National Koala
Conference to be held in Port Macquarie
from 2- 4 June 2017. Speakers/Papers
will be called for in coming weeks. As in
2013 attendance will be limited to 300 so
book early.
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Cool Country Koala Project

he Northern Tablelands aren’t far

away from us - just up the hill fig-
uratively speaking. Indeed our licensed
area takes in a bit of Tenterfield Shire.

We’ve known there must be a few koa-
las up there due to casual contact with
carers from Northern Tablelands Wild-
life Carers and WIRES New England
Branch, as well as koala pics taken on
the campus of the University of New
England in Armidale.

For those who are unfamiliar with our
local geography the Northern Tablelands
is a plateau on the Great Dividin%
Range. It covers around 18,200kms
stretching from the Moonbi Range in the
south, north to the Queensland border,
encompassing the local government are-
as of Armidale Dumaresq, Glenn Innes
Severn, Guyra, Inverell, Tenterfield,
Uralla and Walcha.

Koala Community Data Collection
Workshop and prepared a Northern Ta-
blelands Koala Recovery Strategy Pro-
ject Report which will inform a 10-year
koala recovery effort.

They confirmed that koala sightings in
public databases are few, that only four
local studies have looked at koala ecolo-
gy, the limited agreement on preferred
koala food and shelter tree species in the
published data and lack of information
on the impact of disease or any other
potential threats to the Tablelands’ koala
populations. However many populations
there are, also a matter of discussion,
only the one around the Dumaresq and

Land Services.

The Northern Tablelands Koala Recov-
ery Strategy Project Report can be
downloaded at:

https:/
www.researchgate.netpublication/30354
9434 Northern Tablelands Koala Rec
overy Strategy Project Report

—Lorraine Vass

Booroolong Creeks in Armidale is con-
sidered stable.

Improving baseline knowledge by way
of a “concerted survey and research
effort” got underway in mid-2016 when
the University of the

The 2008 NSW Ko-
ala Recovery Plan
could only offer that
records for  the
Northern Tablelands
were scattered and
that koala distribu-
tion poorly under-
stood. This is still
the case, but hope-
fully not for much
longer.

Motivated by the
realisation that koala
distribution further
west is predicted to
contract  eastwards
as koalas move from
the hot dry plains to

Northern Tablelands Koala Recovery Strategy |

ALEXLECHNER

Sunshine Coast’s De-
tection Dogs for Con-
servation Centre won
the survey tender.
Using sniffer dogs
trained to detect koala
scats they undertook
koala surveys on pri-
| vate and public land

2016

__ Project Report

over the next six
8§l months.
Landholders were

invited to host the
research team, allow-
fl ing them to conduct
surveys and to hold a
| field day during which
information about
what was found would

NORTHERN TABLELANDS
LOCAL LAND SERVICES

Mﬁssz&zi&ﬂxs}.&:
the cooler Tableland

elevations, Northern Tablelands Local

Land Services developed a threefold

project brief to:

e consolidate and improve baseline
knowledge of koala distribution and
abundance, threatening processes
and impacts upon kola populations
on the Northern Tablelands;

e develop a recovery strategy in col-
laboration with stakeholders that
prioritises actions for koala protec-
tion and areas for effective invest-
ment on the Northern Tablelands,
and

e build community capacity and en-
gagement across the region through
community monitoring of koala pop-
ulations.

Between May 2015 and 2016 The Envi-
rofactor Pty Ltd prepared a literature
review, held a Koala Expert Forum, a

be shared and a demonstration given of
the sniffer dogs, Maya and Baxter in
action. Attendees would find out more
about the project and koalas, their
scratches and scats, the trees they eat
and how to lodge sightings. To date
field days have been held around Ten-
terfield, Inverell, Delungra, Glen Innes
and Warialda. Workshops have also
been held in the Armidale-Uralla, Wal-

Raffle Winners

Friends of the Koala’s raffle was drawn
at our Christmas Lunch on 10 Decem-
ber at Gossips Café, Lismore.

We truly appreciate the efforts under-
taken by Lola Whitney and Lyn Olive
in organising the prizes (thank you do-
nors) and selling tickets at Lismore
Shopping Square (thank you to every-
one who helped).

First prize: Watercolour of Lucin-
da and Thumbelina by Portrait Artist,
Netty Kozlovsky

Fiona Connolly of Huntingfield, Tas-
mania

Second prize: RARE [Reuse and Re-
cycle Everything] tote bag by Karen
Monson

John Bartlett of Lismore

Third prize: Koala etching by By-
ron Artist, Tanya Ferreira
Lili Bailly of Corndale

Fourth prize: FOK shopping bag by
Lyn Olive
Marg Russell of Wyrallah

Fifth prize: Red Door Perfume
Naomi Woodgate of Ballina.

The raffle raised over $300.

cha and Nowendoc areas. z

So far few koalas have been sighted

but word is spreading - more prop-
erties are being offered for survey
and volunteers are coming forward
to help with field work; more im-
portantly those koalas that have
been sighted are being lodged with
the Atlas of Living Australia direct- |5

ly or to the Armidale Dumaresq {

Council’s Koala Slghtmg Register Marg Russell (1) and Lola Whitney at Lismore Shopping

or to Northern Tablelands Local sguare

\ >
| A\

— . wos
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New Members

A very warm welcome to the following
members who have been accepted into
Friends of the Koala over recent
months:

Eddie Lloyd, Kathleen Kingsford and
Christine Lee of Lismore Heights;
Kylie Gras and the Marszalek Fam-
ily of South Lismore; Shaya Lam-
brechsten of Lismore; Hayley
Crowell of East Lismore; Ha Thu
of Goonellabah; S&D Sledge of
Lillian Rock; Caroline Grigor of
Fernleigh; Julie Frahkham of Banga-
low; Monika Rajnohova and Lisa
Rigby of Rosebank; Julie Gleeson

of McLeans Ridges; Sharon Hudson cgure Co-Ordinator Susannah Keogh presenting

of Wollongbar; Sarah Keightley of

were very keen to learn more about Ko-
ala biology and how to identify and
assist a sick or injured Koala. Infor-
mation was also provided about how to
help protect, maintain and create Koala
habitat in the Tweed region. The event

was assisted by the New South Wales
Government through its Environmental
Trust.

Mullumbimby; Emily Horton of Goo-
nengerry; Nick Bourke of Terrania
Creek; Anne Pilling of Rock Valley;
Sachie Osada of Byron Bay; Christie
Budd of Casino; Irene Timmins of
Pottsville; Clare Lindsay-Brown of
Richmond Hill; Klarissa Henderson of
Monaltrie; Samantha Richardson &
Gracie Lawsen of Drake; and Karie
Howlett of Baffle Creek and Sherryn
Fraser of Tambourine in Queensland.
Andrea Richardson of Possum Creek
re-joined.

Pat’s Plantation

On 23 October it was twelve months we
lost our dear Pat. To mark the occasion
Jenny and Terry Graham have planted
out 19 + 46 koala food trees on their
property (Pat was born in 1946). No
doubt she will be looking down as future
generations of koalas living happily
amongst them.

Lismore Car Boot Market

This year’s Car Boot Market stalls end-
ed on a high with takings of $1,049.50
for plant sales, $45.00 merchandise
sales and $28.10 in donations. Thanks to
Mark, Wendy, Susannah and Lyn who
assisted on the stall. The first market in
2017 will be on Sunday 15 January.

Tweed Koala Information Day

Friends of the Koala, Tweed Shire
Council, Conservation Volunteers Aus-
tralia and Friends of Cudgen Nature
Reserve collaborated to host a Koala
Information Day for the Tweed commu-
nity on Saturday 5 November. The
event was held at Hastings Point and
attended by over 30 locals. Participants

Marg Russell Retires

FOK stalwart Marg Russell has recently
retired from active volunteering. Marg
joined FOK in 2000 and assumed many
roles and responsibilities. In her early
years she was a carer (home and at the
Care Centre) and continued as a rescuer,
rescue-line operator, supervisor, mentor,
and a thousand other things including
Lantern Parader, Garage-sale organiser,
Christmas party hostess. stall worker
and caterer. Marg was a committee
member for five years, serving as Fund-
raising Officer in 2002-3. She was made
an Honorary Life Member in 2010.

ik

FOK Christmas Party

Recent Donations

Several weeks ago our good friend Ka-
ren Monson from RARE Bags
(rarebagsrecycled.com.au/core/) and her
slightly younger co-worker Gracie
(aged 9yrs) sold Peace Purses at a local
peace festival and raised over $400 for
us! Lismore’s Fox Photo Den chose us
for their charity for door donations at
the launch of their November exhibi-
tion, raising just over $200. The Tregea-
gle Public School ran a raffle at their
Christmas Carols night and donated us
the $300 in recognition of the work we
have done with their Junior Landcare
Group in the School.

Fire and Koalas in Tweed
The management of fire is identified in
the Tweed Coast Comprehensive Koala

Plan of Management as a key element
for the recovery of koalas on the Tweed
Coast. A number of the Plan’s key fire-
related actions are addressed in two doc-
uments now available on the Council’s
website: Tweed Coast Koala Fire Man-
agement Plan and Hazard Reduction
Burn Guidelines for Koala Habitat on
the Tweed Coast.

TWEED COAST KOALA
FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

HAZARD Repy
CTION
Egﬂn,GU"ZEQJNEs

d Coast

Daylight saving and koalas

A new University of Queensland study
demonstrates that adopting daylight sav-
ing in Queensland between October and
April could decrease care collisions with
koalas by 8% on weekdays and by 11%
on weekends just because it would still
be light when commuters are driving
home.

Kosciuszko National Park Koala
Sighting

A motorist spotted a healthy male koala
crossing the Snowy Mountains Highway
in late November, near Blowering Dam,
east of Tumut where NPWS workers
and volunteers have planted more than
800,000 trees over the past seven years
on land that was once cleared for farm-
ing. The last confirmed koala sighting
was in 1940.

Koala gene bank launched
Queensland’s first program to breed
koala joeys from wild koalas from some
of the south-east’s most s isolated, urban
populations was launched at Dream-
world just before Christmas. The living
koala gene pool bank is part of a $1.8m.
breeding program which is aiming to
maintain the genetics of those koalas in
areas where there is no habitat connec-
tivity for re-introduction into conserved
new parcels of eucalypt forest.

NCEC 40 Anniversary

FOK has been a member of the North
Coast Environment Council for nearly
10 years. At the end of November the
Council celebrated 40 years of environ-
mental activism with a dinner in Coffs
Harbour and took the opportunity to
present Sue Higginson, CEO of EDO
NSW with the 2016 TOGA or ‘Triumph
Over Greed Award’ in recognition of the
great work EDO has done on behalf of
NCEC member groups and to remind us
all that it is possible to Triumph Over
Greed, sometimes!
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Enhoneing Lismore Wildlife Refuges and Corridors

F riends of the Koala has embarked on
another habitat restoration project to
further strengthen fauna corridor con-
nectivity in the Lismore urban area. This
three-year project funded

to link SCU bushland and habitat in In-
vercauld Road area to Wilsons Park Na-
ture Reserve. A second team due to
commence in January, 2017 will finish
the planting of 900 koala

by the NSW Environ-
mental Trust, aims to
create safe passage for
Lismore’s urban koalas
and is the first stage in a
shared vision to link koa-
la habitat from high risk
urban areas to the Wil- |
son River riparian corri-
dor.

Lismore has a higher
than average population [
of urban koalas in the [
south-east of Lismore. B2
This current project will Planting at SCU

food trees. A large expanse
of open ground will hope-
fully be revegetated with
future projects.

#| Community education is an
essential component of the
project. To date information
relating to dog control and
|| basic koala facts have been
| circulated to over 250
homes bordering the SCU
1 estate.  Additional infor-
1 mation covering the threats
rom garden escapees to
native bushland, have been

enhance corridor linkag-
es from Southern Cross University
(SCU) to the river.

The main threats to the survival of our
local koalas is loss of habitat, increased
disturbance by humans, injury or death
from traffic, injury or death from dogs
and cats, increased competition for food
and territory because of overcrowding,
and increased stress on animals, making
them more susceptible to disease. All
threats are being addressed with this
project.

Four bush regeneration companies have
commenced restoration work on eight
sites. This restoration work has been
supported by the Friends of Koala
(FOK) and EnviTE Green Army teams.
Partner organisations include Southern
Cross University, Lismore City Council
the Lismore Workers Golf Club and
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice. All public land managers are sup-
portive and grateful to see additional
funds made available to restore public
land.

FOK’s Green Army has commenced
planting a corridor across open ground

circulated by Green Army to
houses in the City View Drive area (East
Lismore). The response has been excel-
lent with several landowners contacting
the project manager to get more infor-
mation on control options, specifically
for Golden Raintree, an invasive weed
tree.

Primary school education commences in
Term 1, 2017. We are fortunate to have
three schools located within the pro-
posed corridor. All of them have a com-
mitment to the protection of koala trees
and saving our koalas. Participating
schools are: Wyrallah Road and Wilson
Park, and Albert Park Primary School.

Other species besides Koalas will bene-

fit from the proposed work. Squirrel

Gliders and Marbled Frogmouth also

share this dry sclerophyll vegetation
community.

—Julie Reid

Project Manager

Member Profile —
David Oke

— R
Enpwvironmental
TRUST

Hi, I’'m David.
I’ve been vol-
unteering  at
1| the Koala Care

| Centre  since
« towards the
Jend of 2013.

"] At the time I

needed a slight
|change in life
and to finally
] do work that I
| wanted to do.
I’'ve  always
wanted to work with animals, so here I
am.

What's the best thing about where
you live? The environment, the trees,
how close we are to a variety of wild
animals. I grew up in Sydney, lived
there for 18 years. I don’t want to live in
a city ever again.

What are you reading? Nothing much
at present. Recently I finished reading
Game of Thrones.

What is your favourite movie? Do I
have to pick just one? Probably Pulp
Fiction.

What's your favourite
pastime? Computer gaming.

hobby/

Your idea of a perfect Sunday? I work
on Sundays, so I’d have to say, anything
other than work.

Your most memorable travel experi-
ence? Second honeymoon at Noosa
Heads.

What would you most like to be doing
in five year's time? To be working
with animals full time.

Who is the person you'd most like to
meet? Going to be really geeky here
and say Sir Patrick Stewart.

What has been your favourite koala
moment? Just happened recently,
getting a cuddle from Diego.

Dates for your Disry

15 January 2017: Friends of the Koa-
la Stall, Lismore Car Boot Market,
Lismore Square

21 January 2017: Friends of the Koa-
la Management Committee Meeting,
2pm. SCU

07 February 2017: NSW Koala Strat-
egy and Draft Saving Our Species
Iconic Koala Project Community

Information Session, Lismore,
4:30pm. Gordon Pavilion Function Cen-
tre, Oakes Oval

12 February 2017: Friends of the Ko-
ala Stall, Lismore Car Boot Market,
Lismore Square

21 February 2017: NSW Wildlife
Council 39" General Meeting, OEH
Hurstville

28 February 2017: Contributions due
for Treetops (March issue)

03 March 2017: Submissions due on
the NSW Koala Strategy, Draft Sav-
ing Our Species Iconic Koala Project
and the Explanation of Intended Ef-
fect - SEPP 44: Koala Habitat Protec-
tion

18 March 2017: Friends of the Koala
Management Committee Meeting, 1pm.
SCU
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Application/renewal form — ‘Friends of the Koala, Inc.’ I/We are interested in: (please
tick)

3 Tree Planting
(3 Plant Nursery work

(3 Caring for sick & injured koalas
3 Leaf collection
City/Suburb......................... Postcode.......... Country.................. (3 Koala rescue

O Committee / Administration
PhONE. ... MObilE. ..o O3 Fundraising

0 Publicity

(3 Education

Membership category (please tick) (3 Surveys / Mapping
urvey

0 Ordinary—Individual/Family (within Australia)...........cccceceeveneeennee. $20 I 1uf tion Technol
nformation n
O Concession—Full time Student/Pensioner (within Australia).............. $10 ormation Lechinology
. .. . . . (3 Rescue Phone Roster
a International—Individual/Family (outside Australia).............c.c.c...... $50 .
. . . J /We would like someone to
I/We would like to make an additional donation of : $e,

phone and explain about
volunteering with Friends of the

Total payment is: TS $AU Koala

[Donations over $2 are Tax Deductable]

Payment by:
ODirect Debit (your name and “Membership” as reference) to: Friends of the Koala Inc., BSB 722-744
A/C 38533 Southern Cross Credit Union Ltd.

or (Cash (preferred) OCheque OPaypal
OCredit card (amounts over $20) Cardholder Name...............ooooiiiiiiiiii .
Card Type (e.g. Visa)...........c....... Number.......c.ooovvviiiiiiiii i, Expiry Date (mm/yy)....../.....CSV.......

Post to: The Treasurer, Friends of the Koala Inc., PO Box 5034, East Lismore, NSW 2480

I/We agree to abide by the licensing requirements of NPWS and Friends of the Koala Inc. policies and constitution.
SIGNALUTE. ... et e Date....... lociiin. Jociiiin

The Management Committee reserves the right to refuse any application for membership or renewal.

3 Please tick here if a receipt is required
3 Please tick here if you would like to receive Treetops by email (~ 2 mb pdf colour file)

Office Use Only
Date Received............... Receipt #........ccuc..... Donation Receipt #.........cccueunee. Date Passed by Commiittee...........
Contact Information: 24 hr Rescue Hotline: 6622 1233 Koala Care Centre: 6621 4664

email:info@friendsofthekoala.org web:www.friendsofthekoala.org Follow us on Facebook

President Lorraine Vass 6629 8388 president@friendsofthekoala.org

Vice President Ros Irwin 6621 5906 roslyn.irwin@gmail.com

Secretary Aliison Kelly 0428216 079 |aliison@internode.on.net

Treasurer Katrina Jeffery 0402 009 884 |treasurer.fok@gmail.com

Care Coordinator Susannah Keogh 0431707 883 |sjkl@iinet.net.au

Care Centre Coordinator Lola Whitney 0412753 739  |lola.fok@hotmail.com

Training Officer Yasmin Cabot 6688 8072 yasmin_cabot@yahoo.com.au

Trees Officer Mark Wilson 6624 5032 info@friendsofthekoala.org

Leaf Harvesting Coordinator Marley Christian 0487 620 406 | meljoky@gmail.com

Phone Roster Coordinator Lola Whitney 0412753 739 |lola.fok@hotmail.com

Volunteers Working For: Koala Rescue and Rehabilitation . Advocacy . Education . Environmental Repair
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IF UNDELIVERABLE RETURN TO:
‘FRIENDS OF THE KOALA’ INC
PO BOX 5034

EAST LISMORE NSW 2480

PRINT POST APPROVED
1100002148

0
Friends
If you sce a sick, injured or dead

koala, call the rescue hotline

6022 1233

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

Deadline for next newsletter:
Tuesday 28th February 2017
Contributions gratefully accepted
— please post to FOK or email
info@friendsofthekoala.org
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